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and the booby had not the sense to get down m time, but fell with him, upon which, giving him a knock or two with my fork, I secured him The other, by this time, had fui-mshed himself with a great stick out of a hedge, and, before I was disengaged from the last fellow, gave me two such blows, that if the last had not missed my head, and hit me on the shoulder, I had ended the fight and my life together* It was time to look about me now, for this was a madman, I defended myself with my fork, but it would not do, at last, in short, I was forced to pistol him, and get on horseback again, and, with all the speed I could make, get away to the wood to our men
If my two fellow spies had not been behind, I had never known what was the meaning of this quarrel of the three countrymen, but my cripple had all the paiticulars, for he being behind us, as I have already obseived, when he came up to the fiist fellow, who began the fiay, he found him beginning to come to himself, so he gets off, and pictends to help mm, and sets him upon his bieech, and, being a veiy merry fellow, talked to him, Well, and what's the matter now, says he to him, Ah, wae's me, says the fellow, Tse killed i Not quite, mon, says the cripple 0 that's a fause thief, says he, and thus they parleyed My cripple got him on his feet, and gave him a dram of his aqua vitaj bottle, and made much of him, in order to know what was the occasion of the quarrel Our disguised woman pitied the fellow too, and together they set him up again upon his horse, and then he told them that that follow was got upon one of his brother's hoises who lived atWetheiby, they said the cavaheis stole him, but it was like such rogues (no mischief could be done in the country, but it TV as the poor cavaliers must bear the blame), and the like, and thus they jogged on till they came to the place wheie the other two lay The fhst fellow they assisted as they had done the other, and gave him a dram out of the leathei bottle, but the last follow was past their care, so they came away For when they undei stood that it was my horse they claimed, they began to be afiaid that their own hoises might be known too, and then they had been betiayed in a worse pickle than I, and must have been forced to have done some mischief 01 othei to have got away
I had sent out two troopers to fetch them off, if thei e was